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occasion to argue on a matter which can be settled by direct observation. Materialism in history has never yet been associated with fatalism, nor has any mechanist ever been a fatalist. Fatalism, on the other hand, is characteristic of the highly spiritualistic religions of various Eastern races. Moreover, the Church doctrine of Predestination is far more open to the charge of fatalism than is any theory of physiology or logic.
Many are repelled by the doctrine that an animal can be physically analogous to a machine; and, curiously enough, those objectors are chiefly found among those who entertain the opinion that animals are made by an all-powerful Deity. But surely if Man can make machines of a simple kind like the steam-engine in order to convert energy, could not an all-powerful Deity make machines of the immeasurably more complex kind called an animal ? The principle is .the same, and that only. The difference is one of complexity. Can we set limits to the complexity of a machine made by an all-powerful Creator ? A machine does not resemble an animal more than a candle-flame resembles the Sun. We are dealing only with an immeasurable complication of the simple patterns that can be appreciated by our imagination. In the Universe as a whole we dealt with infinite greatness ; in the constitution of matter we were confronted with infinite smallness; in conscious life we find infinite elaboration and complexity; but underlying all these are the same unitary principles at work. There h nowhere any suspension of physical law; there is nowhere any goal or purpose to which things are directed ; there is nowhere any spiritual agency to affect the blind interplay of natural forces.